August 2011
Dear Parents/ Guardians,
I would like to welcome you and your child to second grade! My name is Amanda Ball and I am looking forward to a fun and exciting year here at Butterfield! I am eager to work closely with you to provide your child with a positive and challenging year.
I have a lot of great things planned this year and I hope to see everyone involved. Parents, that includes you! Studies show that parental involvement in a child’s education is one of the strongest indicators of student achievement. I hope you will make it a priority this year to attend as many school-sponsored events as possible.
I look forward to getting to know all of you throughout the course of the year and value any questions or concerns you may have. I would like to thank you in advance for all of your support during the year.
In this packet, you will find a great deal of useful information pertaining to our classroom and school.
Once again, welcome! Let’s work together to make this the best year ever!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Ball


Absence Policy
If your child is absent, he/she will be given the work that was missed upon his/her return to school. Work can also be given in advance when planned absences occur. If you know your child is going to be absent and want a packet of work to take with you, please notify me a week in advance so I have adequate time to gather the assignments your child will be missing. Many times I will opt to catch your child up when he/she returns, especially when new concepts are being introduced. When completing missed work, please turn in finished assignments in a timely manner. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure all missed assignments are completed!

Birthdays
I am looking forward to celebrating your child’s birthday in our classroom! Please feel free to bring any treats (store bought) for your child on his/her special day. Keep in mind that Butterfield is a nut-free school and all items sent in must be nut free. Thank you in advance!

Bobcat Binder
Each student will have a Bobcat Binder. This binder must be brought to school each day. Students will learn responsibility and organizational skills by using these binders to manage homework assignments, deliver notes between you and I, record their behavior, etc. Binders will be checked every morning to ensure that students have completed their homework. I expect students to treat these binders with care and love. Binders that are abused and neglected will be replaced by the student.

Character Counts
Our school participates in a character education program called Character Counts!! Character Counts promotes the six pillars of character education; trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and citizenship. This year, each grade level has been assigned a specific trait to focus on. 2nd grade’s trait is Citizenship. Purple Citizen shirts can be purchased in the front office, if you’d like. For more information on the 6 pillars and activities you can do with your child visit www.charactercounts.org.

Class Money
Students can earn money each day for completing their homework or if I catch them going above and beyond my expectations. Students are responsible for keeping track of their own money. Students who lose their class materials (pencils, erasers, etc.) will need to purchase a replacement from me using their Butterfield Bucks. Students will have the opportunity to visit the classroom store each Friday to spend their Butterfield Bucks.

Classroom Volunteers
Butterfield has great parent volunteers. I LOVE PARENT VOLUNTEERS!!! If you are interested in volunteering please let me know if there is a day of the week or specific time frame that works best with your schedule. This will allow me to prepare things for volunteers to work on in my room and have them ready for you each time that you come to the classroom. You can email me with your availability or send a note with your child. 
Volunteers must also be registered with MUSD Volunteer Program in order to assist in the classroom and/or on class field trips. The following numbers are listed on the volunteer site: 520-568-6189 and 520-568-6129. Please call for more information.

Discipline Plan 
I believe that lifelong success depends on self-discipline. I have developed a Classroom Discipline Plan that gives every student the opportunity to manage his or her own behavior. I will be discussing this plan with the students, but would appreciate if you would review this plan with your child as well. Working together, we can ensure that your child will be learning in the most positive educational climate possible.

Classroom Rules and Student Expectations:
· Raise your hand before speaking. Follow directions the first time.
· Respect yourself, the school, and others. 
· Work quietly. 
· Students should NEVER prevent a teacher from teaching his or her students.
· Students should NEVER prevent or interfere with the learning of other students.
· Students should NEVER engage in activities that are not in his/her best interest or others. 
· ALWAYS try your best!

There will be positive consequences for those students who choose to abide by the rules that have been set in place. In addition to positive feedback and happy notes/calls home, I also utilize a class money system. Students can earn money for completing their homework and being a kid of good character. The negative consequences for a student choosing to break a rule will result in a change to their behavior color for the day. Their behavior color will show how their day was at school; they will document this color on their daily calendar/agenda that they bring home. I only need you to initial your child's behavior agenda if he/she earned a color other than green.
We have a pocket chart in our class to document each child’s behavior color for the day. When a student disrupts class and/or fails to complete assigned work they will be asked to change their color card. Students start each day on green. The colors and consequences for reaching each color are as follows:
Green: Great day! No disruptions
Yellow: Student received more than one reminder to fix undesirable behavior.
Orange: Loss of entire recess, and a note home
Red: Office referral, call home
I encourage parents to create coinciding consequences at home.

Dress Code
MUSD ELEMENTARY STUDENT DRESS CODE:
The school district has the responsibility to promote the basic rules of sanitation, safety, neatness, and modesty while on campus. Students should dress in a manner that, in addition to the following guidelines, takes into consideration the educational environment, safety, health, and welfare of self and others. Students will not dress in a manner that disrupts the learning process. Each student must keep in mind that he/she is a representative of the Maricopa Unified School District and the Maricopa community. The following is a summary and will provide you with guidelines.
For boys:
• Any SOLID COLOR collared shirt.
• School spirit t-shirt (includes Team Ball shirts)
• SOLID COLOR khaki, blue or black pants or shorts. Side pockets are allowed, cargo pockets are not allowed.
• Jeans are allowed and may be blue or black and must be clean, neat and fit
appropriately. They may be pants or shorts.
For girls:
• Any SOLID COLOR collared shirt.
• School spirit t-shirt.
• SOLID COLOR khaki, blue or black pants, shorts, Capri pants, dresses, skirts or jumpers. Side pockets are allowed, cargo pockets are not allowed.
• Jeans are allowed and may be blue or black and must be clean, neat and fit
appropriately. Girls may wear pants, shorts, capri pants, dresses, skirts or jumpers.
Additional dress code information:
• Baggy or oversized clothing is not acceptable. Clothing may not be more than one size too large, to allow for one year’s growth.
• Shorts, skirts and dresses must be at least finger tip length.
• No undergarments may show. T-shirts worn under the collared shirts must be white and tucked into the pants.
• For safety reasons, shoes must be closed-toed and securely fastened in the back. No wheels allowed.
• Sandals are permitted but must be secured behind the heel.
• Students not following dress code will be sent to the office to change clothes.
Team Ball Shirts
As you may or may not know, my class tends to win the Butterfield Spirit Competition almost every week! I fully intend to carry on the tradition this year with your children! Students can help our class succeed by wearing Butterfield colors to school on Fridays (green, gold, purple-our citizenship color for 2nd grade, a Bobcat shirt or a Team Ball shirt). The Team Ball shirts can be ordered in the front office. The shirts are purple and have the Bobcat logo on the front and 'Team Ball' on the back. Order yours ASAP!

Field Trips
Field trips are a great way to take the learning out of the classroom and into the real world. Chaperones will be needed so keep an eye out for those permission forms. In order to attend field trips, students must display appropriate behavior as well as complete homework all year.

Forbidden Items
The following items are not permitted at school or school sponsored events: weapons or replicas of any kind, tobacco products, drugs, materials displaying nudity or depicting sexual conduct, any type of fireworks, toys, personal sports equipment, CD players/radios/mp3 players, Game Boys, or other electronic devices, cell phones, or any other item that disrupts the learning of students. If any of the items are found they will be confiscated.


Home Support Suggestions
· Review your child’s folder EVERYDAY! 
· Ask open ended questions about what your child did today in school. Open ended questions are questions that CAN NOT be answered with a “yes”, “no”, or “nothing”. 
· Practice reading, phonics words and math skills with students orally. 
· Make sure your child is coming to school with a full night of sleep and has eaten a nutritious breakfast.

Homework Policy
Homework will be assigned. It is critical that you and your child have a positive attitude about homework. As a parent myself, I know that many kids are involved in extra-curricular activities. Because of this, your child may complete assignments a day in advance. I will place a Homework Agenda in the Bobcat Binder each month. Students should not be working more than 1 or 2 days ahead of the schedule. But, if you know that Wednesday nights are going to be busy, then have your child work ahead on Tuesday night. I will be making contact with you if your child fails to complete his/her homework on a regular basis. I used this same set-up for Homework last year and had 100% homework completion nearly every day! Let's shoot for the same goal this year!! 
Students will be required to read 20 minutes each night. Each student will have a reading log to record the minutes that they have read and will also require an adult signature of a parent/guardian that has witnessed the child reading. Children will have the opportunity to earn rewards for completed reading logs on a monthly basis. 

Parent-Teacher Contact
I am looking forward to getting to know all of you throughout your child’s second grade year. I will try my hardest to be available to you and your child. The best way to reach me is through e-mail at aball@musd20.org. You may also reach me via phone at (520) 568-6100. I typically will not answer the phone during the day because I am busy teaching your child. If you must get a message to me the same day I highly recommend you call the front office. They will deliver a note to me before the end of the day.
I will email you a newsletter each week to keep you up-to-date on our learning concepts and school activities. If you do not have access to email then a paper copy will be sent home. Please notify me if you require a paper copy. I have created a class website. You may visit it at: http://mrsball.yolasite.com/ . Keeping my website updated is one of my goals for this year. I will attempt to post the weekly newsletter, class updates, pictures, the monthly homework agenda, etc. on the website. 

Snacks
Students are more successful learners if they are able to focus on the task required. Therefore, a mid-morning snack is a great way to help the body and mind focus on school. Your child should bring a HEALTHY snack to eat during our morning break time. Also, please feel free to bring in “class” snacks. These, along with extra donations can be used for students who forget their snack. If you want your child to bring a water bottle, please have it labeled. No soda or juice. 

Supplies
I am requesting specific school supplies to use within our classroom. Most supplies will be community supplies. Please do not label school supplies unless the list requests you to. I will be providing labels for student’s folders and journals. If you have a question about any specific supplies listed please do not hesitate to contact me. 

